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The second charge is more serious. In the refusal to sit down,
there was no question of civil or uncivil disobedience. But it was
a question of taste. All the scenes jarred on me. There was cer-
tainly no impudence but there was unnecessary defiance. I admit
that a non-co-operator should be all humility. And the behaviour
of the prisoners was far from humble.
But I have again been unable to condemn the behaviour of
the prisoners. They have answered a purpose and not a bad pur-
pose at that. We are much cowed down. The courts have an over-
awing atmosphere about them. Respect for law and the courts is
one thing. Fear of them is another. In my opinion the Brothers
and their fellow-prisoners were out for mischief. They wanted
to rob the courts and prisons of their terror. They therefore deli-
berately hurled defiance at the court. If the magistrate had en-
tered into the humour of the situation, the Brothers would not
have been assertive as they were. The court wanted to stand
on dignity. The Brothers would have none of it. I do not deny
that there was a better way, but I verily believe that the Bro-
thers have rendered a service to the cause even by their defence1.
They could have damaged the cause by putting on humility. They
have once more proved themselves to be truthful and natural.
That to me is their most lovable trait. We must remember, that
we do want the present courts brought into disrepute because
we believe them to be disreputable. But whilst I cannot con-
demn the Brothers5 defiance, I do not present it as a pattern to
copy. Those who try will fail. For let me tell the reader, that the
Brothers have no feeling against the magistrate, and I have no
doubt that they are as courteous to the magistrate when he is off
the Bench as they are to me.
AN EYE WITNESS
The reader will perhaps better judge the scene from the follow-
ing letter received from an eye witness.
You must have read the proceedings of the case in the Press, but I
consider it my duty to write to you the impressions of a silent spectator.
At the very outset an attempt was made to snub the "Hero" accused,
but the unfortunate Mr. Magistrate was facing none else, but Maulana
Mahomed AH. The gentleman had his "well-merited rebuke".
I confess that it was for the second time in my life that I entered
a court to hear a case. . . . The so-called court of justice of Lord Read-
1 Misprint for "defiance"; vide "Notes", 27-10-1921 under the sub-title
"In Defence of Mr. Tyabji".